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Ultreya Journal Quarterly is a publication

of Detroit Cursillo (English Language

Cursillo) of the Archdiocese of Detroit. It

is published four times annually.

Founded in 1962, Detroit Cursillo is a

voluntary Lay Movement of the Catholic

Church started in Spain, which presents

a method and strategy for living basic

Christian Ideals. The inherent message

of Cursillo is to share one’s Christianity

in the normal everyday activities of life …

with your family, in your workplace, in

your neighborhood, in your parish

community, and throughout the whole

world.

The Mission of Cursillo is the Church’s

mission. Cursillo is fully Catholic, and

obedient to the Magisterium. Cursillo

was endorsed by Pope Paul VI (1966),

Pope John Paul II (1980) mentioned

Cursillo as one of the tools of the New

Evangelization, and Pope Francis (2011)

wrote an inspiring letter encouraging

cursillistas in their work in Argentina.

Cursillo in the Archdiocese of Detroit is a

voluntary lay administered organization

focused on evangelization. Cursillo

collects no dues or fees of its member

participants.

Views and / or opinions expressed in this

newsletter are those of the authors and

contributors, only, and not necessarily

the views of the Archdiocese of Detroit.

Correspondence or inquiries to Ultreya

Journal Quarterly can be directed to

Kerygma1950@gmail.com

www.cursillodetroit.com 

Mont St. Michel (France)
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Saint James the Greater

James and his brother John are referred to

in scripture as the sons of Zebedee. They

were summoned by Jesus to come and

follow Him, and Zebedee agreed.

James and John are also referred to as the

Sons of Thunder, after the incident in which

they asked the Lord if He would rain down

lighting on a town that showed no hospitality

to the disciples. Jesus’ name for them was

a wake-up call, that would take some time to

sink in.

The mother of James and John (Salome)

petitioned Jesus regarding her sons.

“Command that these two sons of mine sit,

one at your right and the other at your left, in

your kingdom.” Jesus said in reply, “You do

not know what you are asking. Can you

drink the cup that I am going to drink?” They

said to him, “We can.” He replied, “My cup

you will indeed drink, but to sit at my right

and at my left, this is not mine to give but is

for those for whom it has been prepared by

my Father.”

James and John might also be referred to as

the Book-end brothers, because James was

to be the first apostle to die, while John

would be the last.

We are told in the Acts of the Apostles, that

James was arrested and beheaded by King

Herod Agrippa I to appease Jewish critics of

Christianity. Tradition has it that James's

betrayer repented of his actions and was

martyred along with the saint. It is thought

that this occurred about eleven years after

the Ascension of the Lord

Sometime prior to this event, another

tradition has James going to the Roman

province of Iberia (Spain).
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James is said to have preached the Gospel

in Spain on the banks of River Ebro on

January 2, 40 AD. This site is near the

existing Cathedral at Santiago de

Compostela. After his death in Jerusalem

Spanish traditions say the apostles

brought St. James's remains by boat from

Jerusalem to northern Spain, where he was

buried in what is now the city of Santiago de

Compostela. (The name Santiago is the

local Galician evolution of Latin Sancti

Iacobi, "Saint James".) James is the English

language translation of the traditional Jewish

name, Jacob.

During the Christian reconquest of Spain

from Islamic rule, Saint James was adopted

as the patron for the crusade. At the battle

of Clavijo (844), Saint James is said to have

appeared and led the heavily outnumbered

Christian forces under King Ramiro I of

Asturias to victory over the Moorish army of

the Emir of Cordoba. Thereafter Saint

James was referred to as Matamoros (the

Moor-slayer).



Saint James is the patron saint of pilgrims,

horsemen, hatmakers, veterinarians,

apothecaries, sufferers of rheumatism and

arthritis and the Patron Saint of Spain.

The cross of Saint James (shown below)

was adopted by the elite crusading Spanish

Order of Santiago, and takes the form of a

red sword, signifying both his manner of

death and his patronage of the Spanish

army.

The association of Saint James with pilgrims

is linked to the pilgrimages to Santiago de

Compostela, which began in the 11th

century. Saint James is often depicted in

paintings or carved into decorative friezes

on churches (right) with a cloak, a pilgrim's

staff, a hat and a scallop shell, which

pilgrims began to collect as evidence of their

journey to the sea near Santiago. Shells

are often seen affixed to the clothing or

hiking gear of pilgrims, and in signage

marking the journey.

The feast day of Saint James is July 25th.

He is often referred to as the “Saint of the

Way”…the way to Santiago de Compostela,

……and the way to Christ

Saint James depicted as a pilgrim
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A pilgrim with a scallop attached to his 

backpack and a scallop sign                            

marking the “Way”
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The Way

Over the centuries, thousands have

completed the arduous walking pilgrimage

to Santiago de Compostela, including

Cursillista Father Joseph Gembala, pastor

of Saint Malachy Church and site of one of

Detroit Cursillo’s, Ultreyas. As Father

Gembala approached Santiago, his guide

became confused and could not find the

route through the city streets to the

cathedral. In frustration, he took out his cell

phone and called a contact in the cathedral.

He told them he had an American priest with

him and needed directions. Father Joe was

rushed into the cathedral and given

vestments as Mass was about to begin.

The bishop who was the celebrant invited

Father Joe to co-celebrate Mass!!!

In the photo at the right, Father Joe is

shoveling incense into the world’s largest

Thurible. In the photo at the bottom, the

Thurible can be seen as it is swung from

one end of the cathedral to the other in what

must be acknowledged as a truly

unforgettable sight.

Why is the pilgrimage important to the

Cursillo Movement. When healing was

most urgently needed in Spain following the

three horrific years of the Civil War, Pope

Pius XII urged the people to engage in pious

activity to give their shattered lives holy

meaning. Many choose to participate in

these pilgrimages of “the Way”. As they

traveled through the countryside they were

impressed by the natural beauty of the fields

and forests, and the vivid colors of God’s

creation. They were moved to sing a

peasant song entitled “Decolores” (the

colors) as a soothing balm for their pain.

And of course we in the Movement sing this

song, too……if we want to eat, this is!
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Decolores
(a song of peasants and pilgrims)

Decolores, decolores the fields love to dress in all during the springtime.

Decolores, decolores the birds have their clothing that comes every season.

Decolores, decolores the rainbow is vested across the blue skies.

Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry,

Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry.

Decolores, decolores we witness the sun up on clear and bright mornings.

Decolores, decolores the sun gives its treasure, God’s light, to His children.

Decolores, decolores the diamond will sparkle when brought to the light.

Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry,

Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry.

Joyfully, joyfully we live in God’s friendship because He has willed it.

Faithfully, faithfully we will slake the great thirst of Christ the immortal.

Joyfully, joyfully we will bring to our Savior a harvest of souls.

Pouring outward the light from within the grace of our God, His infinite light.

Pouring outward the light from within the grace of our God, His infinite light.

Missionaries, missionaries of Christ with His courage determined to conquer.

Cursillistas, cursillistas who don’t pay attention to human opinion.

Let the cowards, let the cowards deride us and taunt us for it is the truth;

That they really desire the pleasure of being in grace, in colors with us.

That they really desire the pleasure of being in grace, in colors with us.

Sings the rooster, sings the rooster with his kiri, kiri, kiri, kiri, kiri.

And the cluck hen, and the cluck hen with her kara, kara, kara, kara, kara.

And the babe chicks, and the babe chicks with their pio, pio, pio, pio, pi.

Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry,

Decolores and so must all love be of every bright color to make my heart cry.

DECOLORES !!!

This song, which was a favorite of Spanish peasant

farmers, was quickly adopted by the pilgrims to

Santiago De Compostela, and later by the Cursillo

Movement. Today it is the official song of the Cursillo

around the world.
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El Camino Real (Spain)
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IDEAL
Ideal is the first Rollo (roy-oh) of the

Cursillo. It occurs on Friday morning, the

day that is all about Knowing Ourselves.

Saturday is about Knowing Christ, and

Sunday is focused on Knowing Christ in

Others.

As the first Rollo, this talk sets the pace

for the Weekend. It does not need to

be overly complex. In fact the simpler

the talk, the better. The essence of the

talk is to create the understanding that

everybody has an Ideal in life.

People who do not have an Ideal, are

experiencing a sense of listlessness and

lack of direction, even if they don’t (yet)

admit it. The outline for the Rollo walks

through the notions that there is an

order to the “designed” universe and

that we as humans are at the top of

that pyramid of creation.

The rollo should slide in, reach into their

hidden sense of what is right, and then

get them thinking of where they truly are

in their lives and in their relationship with

God, although neither God nor religion

should be discussed directly. The

majority of attendees have been

longing for a change in their life.

It is necessary, through this rollo, to instill

or to awake in the cursillistas the need

for having an ideal (their own), and that

to not have an Ideal is tantamount to

sleep walking through life.

The first day provides the cursillistas with

a reason for their lives, it tries to situate

them face to face with themselves. The

whole rollo moves around a non-

religious atmosphere. We don’t want to

tell them what their true Ideal should be,

we want them to discover the JOY!
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The objective of the Ideal Rollo is to

help the candidates arrive at the

Divine Ideal. The following rollos of this

first day are all focused on the idea of

how to achieve the Christian Ideal: to

live a life of Grace, The message of the

first day is: “know yourself”. The first step

is to recognize your Ideal, or the

confusion in your life that is holding you

back from an authentic Ideal.

Giving the “babe chicks” a survey

chart to map out how they use every

hour of their day can be very

enlightening. Recognizing how we

spend time with family (or not), how we

read scripture (or not), and how we

worship the Lord (or not), can be very

eye-opening!

A well-crafted Ideal Rollo wets the

appetite for the Rollos to come.
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WESTERN WAYNE - Livonia

(1st Wednesday)

St. Genevieve-

St. Maurice Parish

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

29015 Jamison St,                                               

Livonia, MI 48154

Deacons Kevin Breen and

Paul Mueller 248 891 9387 

SOUTHERN WAYNE - Trenton

(2nd Tuesday of every month)

St. Joseph Church 

7:00 – 8:30 pm

(School Building, enter North end of School)

2675 Third Street

Trenton Michigan

Laurie Gilbert lubblino@gmail.com

MACOMB - Sterling Heights                                      

(2nd Saturday)                                                                

St. Malachy Parish (Rectory Basement)                                            

10:00 – 11:30 am                                            

Sterling Heights                                                        

14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.                                

Sterling Heights, MI 48312                                           

Barb Davis  586 228 0264

Northern OAKLAND

(3rd Saturday)

Christ the Redeemer Parish

9:00 am – 10:30 am

2700 Walden Rd, 

Lake Orion, MI 48350

Chip Farrar 586 925 2089 

Waterford                                                         

(4th Tuesday)                                                   

St. Benedict Church

7:30 – 9:00 pm                                                  

80 Lynn Street                                                  

Waterford, MI 48328                                               

Rita Etlinger 248 682 7482

ULTREYAS Cursillo Calendar…
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Cursillo Annual Picnic
Sunday Aug 18, 2019 

Christ Our Light Church

3077 Glouchester, Troy MI 48084, 

Rector Training: 
October 4, 2019

Details available from

detroitcursillo@gmail.com

Leadership Retreat: 
Sept. 20-21, 2019 

Details available from

detroitcursillo@gmail.com

Women’s Cursillo Weekend #406
October 17-20, 2019

St, Mary’s Retreat House

Rectora:  Renee Heileman

Men’s Cursillo Weekend # 407
November 14-17, 2019

St. Mary’s Retreat House

Rector: Anthony D’Amico

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin 

Mary, that never was it known that 

anyone who fled to thy protection, 

implored thy help, or sought thy 

intercession was left unaided. 

Inspired with this confidence, I fly to 

thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; 

to thee do I come; before thee I 

stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother 

of the Word Incarnate, despise not 

my petitions, but in thy mercy hear 

and answer me. Amen.
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Mark 10: 35-45

Then James and John, the sons of

Zebedee, came to him and said to him,

“Teacher, we want you to do for us

whatever we ask of you.” He replied,

“What do you wish [me] to do for you?”

They answered him, “Grant that in your

glory we may sit one at your right and the

other at your left.”

Jesus said to them, “You do not know what

you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I

drink or be baptized with the baptism with

which I am baptized?”

They said to him, “We can.” Jesus said to

them, “The cup that I drink, you will drink,

and with the baptism with which I am

baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at

my right or at my left is not mine to give but

is for those for whom it has been

prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they became

indignant at James and John.

Jesus summoned them and said to them,

“You know that those who are recognized

as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over

them, and their great ones make their

authority over them felt. But it shall not be

so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to

be great among you will be your servant;

whoever wishes to be first among you will

be the slave of all.

For the Son of Man did not come to be

served but to serve and to give his life as a

ransom for many.”

FINAL 

WORD
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We are called, cursillistas,

Make a Friend

Be a Friend

Bring that Friend to Christ

Christ is Counting on us

9

Blessed Sacrament Cathedral – Detroit MI



Come 

Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your 

faithful and kindle in them 

the fire of Your Love. 

Send forth Your Spirit and they shall                                  

be created; and you shall renew the                                 

face of the earth.

O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did 

instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that 

by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise 

and ever rejoice in His consolations.

Through Christ Our Lord, Amen


